
 

 

EU Heads of State and Government 

President Juncker 

Commissioner Arias Cañete 

 

Open letter from the Coalition for Higher Ambition 
 

We are writing to you on behalf of an alliance of European businesses, associations, 

investor groups, trade unions, local and regional authorities, and civil society 

organisations.  

Unprecedented citizen mobilisations are taking place across EU member states calling for 

increased action against climate change, showing that climate action is an integral 

element of the future of Europe and that increasing the EU’s commitments under the Paris 

Agreement is an urgent necessity.  

At the upcoming European Council on 21 March you have been invited to discuss these 

commitments, in particular the Commission’s vision for a climate neutral economy.  

We welcome the Commission’s proposal to reach climate neutrality by 2050 at the 

latest.  As indicated by the Commission's analysis, based on existing technologies and 

solutions, the just transition towards a net-zero emissions economy is feasible and 

provides numerous economic, environmental and social co-benefits. These include health 

for citizens, additional jobs, increased competitiveness and energy security, and more 

sustainable economic development.  

Representing stakeholders from across sectors and across Europe, we believe it is high 

time for European leaders to rise up to the challenge of climate action. We need Europe 

to transition to a sustainable society and economy as soon as possible. Member states 

can count that our organisations, businesses, cities, regions, and trade unions will continue 

leading the transition to a zero-carbon Europe. We count on your leadership and 

determination to ensure a safer future for European citizens.  

Therefore, in light of your upcoming discussions, we urge you to  

- Endorse the objective of net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 at the latest, 

as part of the future of Europe vision, at the special EU Summit in Sibiu in May 

2019  

- Acknowledge that reaching net zero greenhouse gas emissions in 2050 in the most 

cost-effective manner requires raising and aligning the 2030 ambition level at the 

latest during the UN Climate Summit in New York in September 2019 

- Send a clear message that the EU stands ready to review its 2030 contribution to 

the Paris Agreement.  

We hope that you will take these points into consideration during your discussions at the 

European Council and we remain at your disposal to further discuss ways to deliver an 

inclusive and sustainable climate transition in Europe 



 

 

 

 

 
 

    

     
    

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

  
 

 
     

      

  
    

 
 

  
  

 
 

   

 

 
                                

   

 

 

   

 
 



 

 

Signatories 

Aldersgate Group 

Austrian Alliance for Climate Justice 
Bond Beter Leefmilieu 

BSR 

C40 

CDP 

Centre for Transport and Energy (CDE) 

Ceres Investor Network 

Climate Action Network (CAN) Europe 

Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) 

Deutscher Naturschutzring (DNR) 

E3G 

EKOenergy 
EuroACE - European Alliance of Companies for Energy Efficiency in Buildings 
Eurocities 

Euroheat & Power 

European Alliance to Save Energy 

European Council for an Energy Efficient Economy (eceee) 

European Environmental Bureau (EEB) 

European Environmental Citizens Organisation for Standardisation (ECOS) 

European Geothermal Energy Council (EGEC) 

European Heat Pump Association (EHPA) 

European Industrial Insulation Foundation (EiiF) 

European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) 

FERN 

Focus Association for Sustainable Development (Slovenia) 

Green Liberty (Latvia) 

Haga Initiative 

Health And Environment Alliance (HEAL) 

Institutional Investors Group on Climate Change (IIGCC) 

Legambiente (Italy) 

NAPE (Poland) 

Naturefriends International 

Natuur en Milieu (Netherlands) 

Réseau Action Climat (France) 

Solar Heat Europe 

The B Team 

The Climate Group 

The Prince of Wales’s Corporate Leaders Group 

We Mean Business 

World Business Council For Sustainable Development (WBCSD) 

ZERO (Portugal) 


